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The using Scirnpus maritimus hay in diet of fattening buffalo male calves
By: E. Foroughinia*!, M. R. Mashayekhi?, and B. Taheri Dezfully®

1*-Researcher of Safiabad Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education center
Dezful

2-Member of Scientific Safiabad Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education center
Dezful

3-Member of Scientific Khuzestan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education
center

In order to investigate the use of Scirpus maritimus hay (SMH) in diet of fattening male
buffalo calves, an experiment conducted based on randomized complete block design with
four treatments (diets) and six blocks (weight groups) and using 24 male calves buffalo,
initial body weight of 198.5 kg, over a period of 150 days. In this experiment, SMH ration
of zero, 25, 50 and 75 percent were replaced the forage diets. The results showed that daily
gain first treatment was significantly higher than treatments 3 and 4 (P< 0.05), but in the
average daily feed intake treatments for the first and fourth respectively, 5.21, 5.09, 5.08
and 5.05 kg and feed conversion ratio respectively 9.38, 10.87, 11.37 and 11.64, and feed
cost per kg live weight gain was not significantly different (P> 0.05). In terms of carcass
traits include hot and cold carcass weight, carcass percentage, lean, fat, bone and feed costs
per one kg carcass weight, there was no significant difference between treatments. Results
of this experiment indicated that can be using amount of 25 percent of roughage replaced by
SMH in fattening buffalo male calves.

—[ Key words: Buffalo, male calves fattening, nutrition, Scirpus maritimus hay }
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