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Short communication

First report of Altenia mersinella (Lep.: Gelechiidae: Gelechiinae: Litini), a pest of pistachio,
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The Gelechiidae (Lepidoptera: Gelechioidea) is
one of the largest families of microlepidoptera and
includes 509 genera and 4570 described species in
the world. The family Gelechiidae has been divided
into four to six subfamilies, among which the
Gelechiinae is the most diverse one with 480 genera
and 3400 species (Pogue, 2009; Karsholt, et al.
2013). The Gelechiinae is currently divided into
seven tribes, of which Litini (= Teleiodini) includes
about 160 species in 24 genera in the Holarctic
region (Lee & Brown, 2008). Larvae of Litini
usually feed inside folded or rolled leaves. Some
feed as leaf or needle miners, and some others on
buds, flowers, stems, seeds, and cones (Huemer &
Karsholt, 1999).

During a survey on pistachio, Pistacia vera L.,
pests in Isfahan, Iran, from May to August 2015,
some lepidopteran larvae living and feeding inside
galls of the wrinkling pistachio aphid, Forda hirsuta
Mordv., were observed in Shahinshahr and
Komshecheh (North-east of Isfahan). These larvae
were reared in the laboratory until the emergence of
adult moths. The moths were identified as Altenia
mersinella (Staudinger, 1879) (Lep.: Gelechiidae:

Gelechiinae: Litini) by the third author after genitalia
dissection (Fig. 1).

Synonyms of this species include Telphusa
melanostictella Ragonot, 1895; Stenolechia sagittella
Caradja, 1920; Gelechia praedicta Meyrick, 1923 and
Telphusa tribolopis Meyrick, 1927 (Karsholt, 2013).
This species has previously been reported from Turkey,
Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine but it is the first
report of this species from Iran. In addition, it seems
that this is the first record of a host plant for this
species. Some of the morphological characteristics of
A. mersinella are as follows:

The wingspan is about 13 mm. Head and thorax
white. Palpi white. Basal half and subapical ring of the
second joint and apex of the terminal joint greyish
irrorated black. Forewings white, partially freckled
greyish-ochreous; markings black with an elongate
spot on the costa at the base, a semifusiform spot
before the middle and a semi oval spot beyond the
middle; trifurcate marks in the disc at 1/3 and 2/3, the
second one connected with the third costal spot; a few
blackish specks round the apical margin; cilia white
speckled grey. Hindwings grey-whitish; cilia ochreous-
whitish (Meyrick, 1969).
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Fig. 1. Altenia mersinella: (A) Male genitalia, (B) Female genitalia.
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