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Geographic Distribution and Hosts of Sart Longhorn Beetle,
Aecolesthes sarta Solsky (Col.: Cerambycidae) in Jran

M. E. Farashiani', S. E. Sadeghi' & M. Abaii’

Abstract

The stem borer also Known as sart borer (Aeolesthes sarta) is the most destructive insect
pest of many (rees in central and, east Asia, countrics and lran. It has high economic
importance in these countries.

Distribution pattern and ecological studies on sart longhorn beetle (4, Saréa) was carried
out during 1997 — 2001 in lran. In this Ttegard we visited different settings of ecosystcms
including forests, fruit gardens, urban vicinities in many parts of Iran. Infested logs of host
trees were brought to laboratory from vasious localities and adults or larvae of pest were
collected for further studying. Furthermore, cerambycid specimens in Forest and Rangeland
Arthropod Museum were examined in this respect.

The result indicated that the borer is widely distributed in Iran. It was dciected on several
host trees in east and northeast (Khorasan), Southeast {Systan and Baluchestan), central areas
{Tehran, Tsfahan) and south (Kohgiloyeh and Boyer Ahmad) of Iran, Host trees included
Populus alba, P .nigra, Juglans regia, Salix spp. Ulmus spp. Platanus orientalis, Morus alba,
Elaeagnus angustifolia, Alnus subcordata, Robinia sp. and Amygdalus spp. Infestation rate
was 40 to 100% on varioushost trees. It should be moted that, alder (Alnus Subcordata) and
mountain almond (Amygdalus spp.) are new host record for A. sarta in the world.

Furthermore, Morus alba is reported as new host of 4. sartg in Iran.

Key words: Aeolesthes sarta, Iran, Geographic distribution, host.
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