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Biology of Exechomus quadripustuiafus (L.} (Col.: Coccinellidae) on Cypress Tree

Mealybug, Planococcus vevae (Nasanov) (Hom.: Pseudococcidae} in Shiraz

H. Lotfalizadeh', B. I{atami ? and J. Khalaghani®

Summary

The biology of E. quadripustulatus (L.) was sludied on P. vovae (Nasanov) at 2522°C.
Incubation period averaged 5.9 days. The 1, 2™, 3™ and 4™ larval instars averaged 3.37, 2.93,
6,17 and 8.50 days, respectively and the total was 20.97 days. Pupal period lasted 6,13 days.
The total developmental time averaged 34.47 days. For studying population dynamics, in each
sampling 50 infested branches of cypress tree were shook and adults were counted and its
diagram was drew. Its density was low during summer months. Careful microscopic
examination of ventral side of the abdomen revealed sexual difference in ever case. This
univeltine coccinellid had an obligatory estival diapouse in Shiraz. Adults had variations in
colour pattern during a life cycle. In this rescarch. 70.1% of eggs on cypress tree were
deposited in small groups of one to [ive in mealybugs ovisacs. In adition, there is considerable
preference to fine mesh of rearing units for eviposition and 73.57% of eggs were laid in this

positions in large groups of 13.

Key words: Biology, Exachomus quadripustulatys, Planocoecus vovae, Shiraz.
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