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Scientific Note “

The first report of Psammotermes rajasthanicus Roonwal & Bose,
N 1964 from Chabahar region
. (Isoptem, Rhinntenqitidae, Psammotermitinae),
| new record for termite fauna of Iran.
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R. GHAYOURFARI, M. ESP\-‘[A{ILI2 AND E. BAGHERI-ZENDUSS

During studies on the termite fauna of Iran in February 1997, a moist wood termite,
Psammotermes rajasthanicus R. & B. (Family: Rhinotermitidae Light)inculding soldiers,
workers and reproductives, was collected from Chabahar region.

Subfamily Psammotermitinae Holmgren has comprised from genera Psamunotermes
and Glossotermes. The monotypic genus, Glossotermes (G. oculatus Emerson} is
distributed in rain forests of Guyan (Arafio, 1970}, Psammotermes occurs only in deserts
of Ethiopian, Oriental and Palacarcitc regions and is derived from its Ethiopian ancestor
in early Eocene (Emerson, 1954; Bouillon, 1970). Individuals of Psammotermes have
subterrancan ncsts and foraging galleries completely packed with moist sand. For this
reason they are so-called sand termites.

In Chabahar region, workers of the termite 2. rajasthanicus feed on cellulose
malerials such as structural wood, pastures (€. 8. Salsola, Astragalus, Haloxylon), fruit
trees (e. g. Mangifera, Ziziphus, FPhoenix) and fruitless trees (e, g. Tamarix, Prosopis),
pre-or pastmoriem of the plants,
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The presence of fontanclie, three marginal teeth on Lhe inner side of left” mandible
and a subsidiary tooth on the base of first marginal tooth of the right mandible are some
of the characteristics of reproductives. Soldiers also have fontanelle and relatively a large
series of marginal teeth on the inner side of mandibles. A shaliow groove which is
stretched from fontanelle to anterior edge of head capsule, is one of the most important
morph{)loglical characters of the Soldier.

Roonwal and Bose (1964} describe this species from rstijagﬂihan region (India) for the
first time and pointed out that soldiers are trimorphic and total length of major, medium
and minor soldicrs are 7.4-8.2.5.9-68 and 4.5-5.4mm. respectively. This species has been
reported from west of Pakistan by Chaudry & Ahmad (1972) and southern and eastern
parts of Pakistan by Akbtar (1982).
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