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THE MORPHOLOGY, TAXONOMY AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE
IRANIAN EVANIOIDEA (HYMENOPTERA)

By : Siavosh TIRGARI (1)

Summary

The superfamily Evanioidea is a small parasitic group of Hymenoptera which
has not been studied in Iran and so very little in some other countries. There

are three families in the above superfmily and of which only the following two
occur in Iran: Evaniidae and Gasteruptionidae.

The family Evaniidae contains only two species in Iran that are parasitic
on egg-capsules (Oothecae) of Blattids. Evania dimidiata is a brown-redish spe-
cies and have been collected in cities of Khalkhal, Pahlavi, Sari, Gorgan, Ghom,
Tehran, and Esphahan. Both male and female were found in various locations
like: behind the windows in houses and apartments, basement, telephone-box,
different stores, in yards and the streets, Only one female was captured far from
any town or village inside a bush of Tamarix. This species is parasitic on Peri-
planeta americana.

Evania schiettereri is entirely black and it is found in Rezaieh (North),
Ahwaz (South), and more abundantly in Esphahan and Yazd. I have not found
even a single specimen of this species in Tehran in spite of the presence of its
host Blatta orientalis and heavy trade between the capital and other Iranian
cities. Collection of this species was made in various locations as the above
species.

The family Gasteruptionidae is represented by three species. Gasteruption
Jaculator was collected in Kashan, and the Province of Khuzestan and itis para-
sitic on Sphecidae. G. rubricans was collected in Chalus, near Tehran, and in
Khuzestan. It is known to parasitize the member of the family Vespidae. Only
one specimen of G, foveolum was collected in Tehran and its biology is unknown.
Keys are given to separate and identify the above families, Genera, and species.

Acknowledgement - Thanks are due to Miss. Brown and Dr. G.J. Kerrich
at the British Museum London, and Dr. L.V. Knutson at “Insect Identification
and Beneficial Insect Introduction Institute™, Agricultural Research Center
Beltsvill, Maryland, U.S.A., for their help in getting the species of Evania
confirmed and identify.
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