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Determining the suitable age and season of fattening in lambs of Khuzestan

By: B. Alemzadeh, Researcher, Animal Science Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources Research Center of
Esfahan Province

Kardooni.A* and Noroozy.S Researchers , Animal Science Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources Research
Center of Khuzestan Province , Ahwaz , Iran

In this study a total number of 48 male lambs were used in two groups of ages (4-5 months and 8-9 months) and two
seasons of the year (cold and hot seasons). The experimental design was a complete randomized block design with 4
treatments and 4 blocks (3 lambs for each block on the basis of body weight), and lambs were fattened for 90 days. The
diets were iso nutritious, and during the trial all the lambs weighted each 15 days interval. According to the results, there
were significant differences between weight gain and feed conversion efficiency. The body weight gain for the lambs of
4 to 5 months have been fattened in two seasons of summer and winter (18.7 and 17.95 kg) in comparison to the lambs
of 8 to 9 months in summer were showed significant differenses (p<0.05). The feed conversion efficiency for the lambs
of 4-5 months old in two seasons of summer and winter (6.35 and 6.44) in comparison to the lambs of 8-9 months in

these seasons (8 and 7.48) was significant (p<0.05). Therefore it is concluded that the suitable age for fattening of lambs

| Key words: Lamb, Age, Season, Fattening, Weight gain

\

in Khuzestan is 4-5 months, but the season (hot and cold) showed no significant differences (p>0.05).
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