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Pajouhesh & Sazandegi No 77 pp: 131-140

Comparative economics of Kutum (Rutilus frisii kutum) fingerling production and releasing over the 2001-2003
in north of Iran

By: H.Salehi, Research Assistant professor, Iranian Fisheries Research Organization

Over the 2001-03, to determine the costs of production and to calculate the rate of return of a single kutum fingerling
releasing in the Caspian Sea, a questionnaire was prepared. An expert team completed the questionnaire, while
reffering all kutum centers. Cost of labour and salary, with the greatest share was averaged 43% of operation cost (38%
of total costs) and the costs of feed and fertiliser was averaged 17% of operation cost (16% of total costs). Among
various expenditures, the cost of labour and salary from 52% of operation costs in 2001 declined to 36% in 2003.
Other important expenditures were maintenance and harvesting, handling and releasing were averaged 15% and 9%
of operating cost respectively. Results shaw, an average cost of production of a single kutum fingerling in Iran, was
Rls. 70, changing from Rls. 37 in 2001 to Rls. 123 in 2003; The cost of labour had a great share in total expenditures,
it could be justify by unactivity of centers during a few months off season, which could be reduced by adopting extra
activities in such hatcheries, including brood stocks farming or production of other species. Over the 2004-2005, with
the average of 8.3% rate of fingerling return and the average wieght of 815 grammes and 3.7 fish ages, the number of
19/257/494 kutum fish with the total of 13/000 tonnes, of kutum fish might be harvested. The value of whole sale price

\

of these catches with the price index of the year 2004, is important and might be estimated Rls. 505 billion, Rls.

I:I Key words: Economics, Production, Kutum fish, Costs, Stock enhancement, Iran > J
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