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Lactation performance and lamb growth of Torky Ghashghaii sheep

By:B.Eilami, Fars Research Center for Agriculture and Natural Resources, Shiraz, Iran.

In order to evaluate the ewe’s milk production and lamb growth of Torky sheep, 55, 106 and 95 heads of ewes were
milked in the years of 1996, 1997 and 1998 respectively. Ewes were grouped for week of parturition and milked at 14-
day interval for 140 days through two methods of milking: hand milking (for three years) and hand milking combined
lamb suckling (only for year of 1998). Lambs were weighed at birth and one, two, three and four months of age. Effects
of year, milking period, age, ewe parturition weight and lamb sex on milk production were statistically analyzed. Means
of daily hand milking production in a period of 140 days for years of 1996, 1997 and 1998 were 363, 322 and 216
g respectively and means of three years were 300 g. Means of daily suckling milk production in a period of 112 days
in year of 1998 were 351 g and total daily milk production for two methods in this period were 394 g. Effects of year,
milking period, age and ewe parturition weight on milk production were significant (p<0.05). Effect of lamb sex on
milk production and ewe parturition weight were not significant (p>0.05), but on lamb weight at birth, one, two, three

and four months of age were significant. Means of daily gains of male and female lambs during birth to four month of

age were 170 and 146 g respectively.

Key words: Torky Ghashghaii ewe, Milk production, Lamb growth, Fars province. >
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