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Epilithon Diatoms of Jajrood River

Jamallou, Faculty Member of Islamic Azad University. Qom Branch

Nejad Sattari, T. Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch.

Fallahian, F. Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch.

Diatoms are the division of Bacillariophyceae. Epilithones are the group of diatoms which live on the stones and hard
surface. This study concerned the identification and populational change of diatoms flora of Jajrood river .This study
is based on the observations collected from 6 stations during a period of time from Jun 2004 to May 2005 at 30 days
intervals. pH, dissolved oxygen levels, electrical conductivity and temperature were recorded during this study. Samples
were prepared using Patrick & Reimer procedure.In total 51 species from 17 genus of diatoms identified. Cymbella
Kutz., Navicula Grnn., Diatoma Ehr., Cocconeis Ehr. , Gomphonema Kutz. and Nitzschia Hantz .were abundant. Diatoms
diversity decreased from upstream toward downstreams can be inferred as an indicator for the increasing of water

pollution and its impacts on the diatoms species richness and also their population size at this part of the river.

Keywords: Algae, Epilithon, Bacillariophyceae, Jajrood, River.
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