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Parus major L. 1758 (Passeriformes: Paridae)
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Study of food diversity of Great Tit
(Parus major L. 1758, Passeriformes:
Paridae) in Mazandaran plain woodland
(Noor).

M. Ebrahim Sehhati Sabet, bird biologist, The
Bureau of Wildlife and Aquatic Organisms,
Department of the Environment, Tehran., B.
Hasanzadeh Kiabi, Assist. Prof., Department of
Biology, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran.,
A. Pazuki, Scientific Staff, plant pests and
Diseases Research Institute, Tehran

Food diversity of Great Tit (Parus major)
were studied in the plain woodland of Noor,
Mazandran, from early summer of 1998 to
the late summer of 1999 (in 15 months).
Analysis of gizzard contents of 116
specimens revealed that Coleoptera and
Lepidoptera orders among animal matters,
as well as Sorghum halepense and Ficus
carica among plant matters were the most
abundant. Statistical analysis showed that
relative abundance of gizzards contents in
different seasons were significantly different
(at 95% level). The following agricultural
pests as well as tree forest's pests were
found in the diet of the Great Tit: Chilo
suppressalis, Mamestra oleracea, Agrotis
sp., Heliothis sp. (Lepidoptera) and
Oryzaephilus surinamensis, Omophlus sp.
(Coleoptera) and Rhopalosiphum padi,
Myzus persicae (Homoptera).
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