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White mulberry, Morus alba L ., is a fast-growing, moderate-sized and deciduous plant
belonging to the family Moraceae. It is native to Asia or of Asian origin but currently
cultivated in most countries around the world (Devi et al., 2013; Flaczyk et al., 2013). In
recent years, it has become widely established in urban green areasin major Iranian cities,
especialy in the capita city, Tehran.

More than 20 whitefly species have hitherto been reported on M. alba (Wang et al.,
2014). In Iran, prior to the current study, four species, viz. Aleurolobus marlatti
(Quaintance), Bemisia afer Priesner & Hosny, Bemisia tabaci (Gennadius) and Aleuroclava
jasmini sensu lato, have been collected on white mulberry (Manzari, unpublished data), of
which the latter species have currently heavily infested mulberry trees in Tehran and its
popul ation reaches almost in outbreak statusin late summer.

In October 2016, a few mulberry trees in Tehran were found to be infested by a
whitefly species feeding on the lower surface of the leaves in very low numbers. Some
leaves had only been infested by this species but the pupae were usually among the
different indar larvae of A. jasmini s. |., the currently dominant whitefly speciesin Tehran
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(see above). The collected specimens were identified by the first author as Pealius mori
(Takahashi), which is here newly recorded from Iran. Voucher specimens have been
deposited in the Hayk Mirzayans Insect Museum, Iranian Research Inditute of Plant
Protection, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, Iran.

The genus Pealius Quaintance & Baker includes 45 species (Martin & Mound, 2007)
and ismainly characterized by vasiform orifice situated at the anterior part of a shallow pit
that is patterned with transverse striations or imbrications (Martin, 1999). Pealius mori,
commonly known as mulberry whitefly, was originally described from Taiwan as
Trialeurodes mori by Takahashi (1932) and is now widely distributed in Thailand, India,
China, Egypt and Greece (Abd-Rabou & Evans, 2013; Wang et al., 2016).

Pealius mori (Takahashi, 1932)
(Fig.- 1, A-C)

Material examined — ca. 35 puparia, Iran: Tehran province, Tehran, Tehran
Municipality, Zone 15, Shahrak-e Boroujerdi, 24.x.2016, leg. R. Ahmadipour, on Morus
alba (Moraceae); Tehran Municipality, Zone 12, Park-e Shahr, 3.x.2016, leg.
N. Shahbazvar, on M. alba; Tehran Municipality, Zone 12, 30-Tir street, 3.x.2016, leg.
N. Shahbazvar, on M. alba.

Fig. 1. Pealius mori: A, puparium; B, habitus photograph of puparium;

C, vasiform orifice and cauda furrow.

Diagnosis — Puparia oval, somewhat narrowed anteriorly; both longitudinal and

transverse moulting sutures reaching margin; dorsal disc, except the median and
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submarginal areas, with many small circular pores densely scattered; submargin with about
three irregular rows of papillae directed mesad and an even row of about 14 pairs setae
which may be minute; vasiform orifice typical of the genus.

Host plants — Euphorbiaceae: Euphorbia sp., Glochidion phillipicum; Moraceae:
Ficus sp., Morus augtralis, M. alba; Salicaceae: Salix sp. (Abd-Rabou & Evans, 2013).

Addendum in pr oof

While our manuscript was in press, Pealius mori was collected in other Municipality
Zonesin Tehran, including 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 11 (see also material examined), being active
from June 2017 with a considerable popul ation increase.
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