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Fﬁcﬁnaqrcfm- ehrenbergi
Carmpylodiscus clypeus
Campylodiscus echeneis
Coscinodiscus perforatus
Conscinodiscus gipas
Conscinodiscuy granii
Cyvclotelln caspica
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Pleurasigma delicaiulu
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The Density and Distribution of the Dominant
Phytoplankton in the Southern Caspian Sea

Ganjian, A, ; Hosseini, S.A. ; Kyhan-e-Sani, A. ; Khousravi, M.
LF.R.O.
Biology Dep., Mazandaran Fisheries Research Center, P.0.Box : 961

ABSTRACT

The research project was comprised of [our sampling cruises, which were
carried out in summer 94, spring, autumn and winter 95 in the southern part
of the Caspian Sea. where Chrysophyta (Diatoms) and Pyrrophyta were {ound
1o be the dominant phytoplankton.

The maximum density ol phylum Chrysophyta (Diatoms) was ohserved
mainly during the autumn in the coast line (below 20 m) and in the central
part ol the southern Caspian Sea, while the highest density of phylum
Pyrrophyta occurred during the spring in the subcoastal zone (below 50 m.).
The dominant species in the phylum Chrysophyta (Diatoms) were
Ritizosofenin cafear - avis, Thalossfomemo nizachiodes, Scelefonema coxtaitint,
Cyclotella meneghiniane and three members of genus Coscinodiseus, among
which R. cafcar-avis had the highest density.

Members of phylum Pyrrophyta. Le. Exuvialla cordata, Prorocentrum
scutelfum and Glenodinion penardii had the highest density during the spring
in the central part of the southern Caspian Sea, where E. cordata was the
mast abundant.
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