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Aqg-dagh, a protected area with a unique species and habitat
diversity in the south of Ardabil province

M. Bidarlord*

Abstract

The Ag-dagh protected area is located in the south of Ardabil province. Geographic location, proximity to the
Irano-Turanian and Hyrcanian regions, topography, altitude variation from 560 to 3332 meters above sea
level, and edaphic diversity have led to the formation of a unique combination of habitats in this area. A high
diversity of plant species is found in various habitats such as alpine, semi-alpine, steppe and wetlands. Due
to the multiple exploitation in mountainous and lowland regions, a number of destructive habitats are also
observed close to the steppe and shrub habitats. This area is the habitat of endemic and rare species, some
of which, like Hedysarum persicum, have only been reported in this area. The fauna diversity of this region is
also high with a variety of species such as Bezoar Goat and Persian leopard. The conservation of this natural
reserve requires a program and a comprehensive management.

Keywords: Talesh Mountains, northwest of Iran, Khalkhal, genetic diversity

el e IS o] e i 559U g0l 9 lasios 350 elye 5 lo S s 2o ety bobinl
Olpl ey 55,088 g5 5 (Pjgel «liios
Bidar.zist@gmail.com :sg xSl ey

* Assistant Prof., Forests and Rangelands Research Department, Guilan Agricultural and Natural
Resources Research and education Center, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension Organi-
zation, AREEO, Rasht, Iran

E-mail: Bidar.zist@gmail.com




05913 alag, b Oyslome cpizmen (\WAY (SLHKS 5 Slaule)

Maws gl 5 558 e () Cusb,y 358 GV plsiea)
g5 J,,J:C,,a.;nq 5 Sl 0 ailate cpl 5o S 6&:\5 ols
.J;a»moljso\j@\)&)mdua@j,w\;d.\l\ughs‘,f
5 5 oaldF Alss, Oosle s adbte g s
lor sl daesS ols 53 0o syame 5 5255 Cdea Db
K K25 & S & 3ol b i, 5 s r; s
2 e 5 S @l Jlad Gy Pl (2l L s
Br) sileie sk u‘_f"*L Q‘jl&é\.} t\aé\ ny 9 .»')\a ‘_,....5\_, 4o £
el s G e Sl gl bl wagama ()
soSardy s yidn e aSlen wlicpe i ol aalats o)

w5 S ) Sl 5 Gleass] Ko 51l
ot Jls & 5hes VAV A YY) Sl y05 00593 50
Jlo aden Voo U 0y 5edee VFO) i s S
Oseee YW U 0 sedos £7) 05530 0550 5 (e
3l S S 5l iz (i Sl
olosle) cul sas JSas Sl anl S
VPRV 528 n LS 5 kit e
B ISR PRGN NP P PSEW 35
s s ple 5 sy ) Gbad s
it ool a0y L5 05ald B slaas s 5
oS ol So8 5 S oo My dedz e
5 B 5 A 2 pls Blasy, Npde o2 050l
Slelil bl s G (b Sl e e ) ailate 30 Jles
Dpdign 45 5 48 8 Anti e 53 a5 ge YA L) Jgo
Fooogis 5l am 0 S mem 055 5o L SLbI Gobly) e
GBS 5o alssy; shsn o}fU}" 4 ‘@45 Slwsy )3 kS
Syl 50 L9 go 45 ’t\ad\ Sleli )l o Y5 5l &S 5
X500 03B & s ol e 03 S gt | abls 5l >,

ailis LS Ay
ol 0 srse P K58 5 bl Ll Blds
f_u:)‘ 4 angly 5 &) Sl &R ol Jed 5l askete
S5 o ushs A s dowl by gl

(S 5 Sl sl S

(QO/Y/Y0) 8 s\ 5l flagl als —Y IS

é‘é@T o blas>
EEe et sy
odguzxo (p! el subcblos
w9) Judy) bl gier 4o a5
ol &l (Jbs yliw b
Slge UIYYA Jlo 55 ol
EDE! &g HIL adlaio

PR
N Glosgimar ) el &)l pals Doba s blis adkie
& SIS 5 cblis g ons soba S L L (Sas
ﬁbﬁum«o“ekﬁfaf\“}ygf#@mﬁw}
Cpign Copde Sud e sty b sl G b
aibis Sl \PY 4 Koy (Dudle & Stolton, 2000)
Il 3155 0l o3 sl oad pme ey 0 S o 53 s blis
39 oy oaicBlis gblia ((gloanl 3 5 5bay (586 140+
4S ooy adkate YOV 4y sz blas sblie slows o3 0l ilons
(Kolahi et al., 2012) el 528 o 3l as 0\ +/0 Juls s
A3 5 3 9 AN gt n Dl 14558 4 sb s
Ghle Al 310l s S b e i
“‘3"—:’"-’;’,0‘ @ﬂaﬁswﬂ, oS sascblis
oltwl O iz s E«'\JL,T s blis adbate i
A ‘J.b\;:- OB o })Cﬁ‘}‘ ] Jﬁ.sjl
onl re sz aisls  dilate ) 5 e
aibate e Sl ol o 5e bl
JRRNTYJES of iy el glaais)

aibaie Slasin
oSgse 3l E’_‘%BT sz blas ik,
s 0 AS eagdoe opl el sazc bl bl
I . CB\, (Jds u\:.wje.w O gi) J,,!.s)\ ol
Ol ) e Al (B e t\:é\ g sias O\ ailate ol e L AYVA Sl
Camy & L;zla“ 93 s y L2 Seuh s Lo arva Jl s
ke G g A b me i blis aidlaie ol sisay 5 lSts AY/AAL
(e y s L3l 5ey) 28 813 Jeosl s 3l JS M0
T
5 YAT YU L PAT VY 5 os Job essame o 5 ssd e 2l
= a8l e 68l YV YA G YV L Sl o e
b oooald albsag, Jole 5o e 08« ) wibte cpl 3 3555
Yo ) b)) el ghal 48 55 L CL" Sboge YYYY
JA g")y"—@‘j“\ Syl 4l s S obay ailate )
S ol 2Wlas ol cussse Ll (Zohary, 1973) el s 8
b S 5l ol 5 Jas)l Sisaeg 5 WS b e sl o

e

e e,

sai bl adlate ab}.x;u:) Cod g0 =) JS.L
gha!

.o

Ol 2 |

\/

irannature.areeo.ac.ir

Y




T R e L T
s o S 65 pan 5l cal SlhaaS
S samlis aibile 3 olge L, b3 ol ol
olsied (b, sbag (Snow beds) ., ag oS
Gl dhalpny iy (1 bl 5o 5 pa et 28e;
b3 5 oS W5 patia Wb sy Jab s b iy,
g Loy s 53352 50 0LLE 35ls GLS (655055 5 Lty
S Jola o ey same 5ol S gl 4 5,
Kle 5o 1) Gl by Loy wlasl a3l adlam s S
Bjork)aiS s culam ( Slies (Sl o i Jai) 12 5 ba 108
F 57 b K2) (& Molau, 2007
Los o 31 e YY oo YA Sleli)) o 3 gy oSt
OlS ss e sy Jlad (ot @090 b5 50 slacud
Aster alpines L. s s sS o)liw 3l a5 le oSy ol
Astragalus fragrans Willd. ;oS il loaxS
Astragalus lisaricus Maassoumi, Astragalus pinetorum Boiss.
Corydalis persica Cham. & Schltdl &@J D) uw.f\ Jf
Adonis wolgensis Steven
Colchicum kotschyi Boiss. dsiw & ju IS
Erodium dimorphum Wendelbo
Gagea dubia A.Terracc.
Geum kokanikum Regel & Schmalh.
Phleum alpinum L.
lantago atrata Hoppe. S ,\
Sibbaldia parviflora Willd.
Puschkinia scilloides Adams
Ranunculus bulbiferus Boiss. Hohen. lsax 3L, AT
oKy 3 ol :(Rockand Scree) sls o 5 sl 5 )50 &Kius
Aol yay o Sxally slaslale w5 ST b5 v laslSi
&‘)@‘w‘dhﬁ)‘}f&:&&&&.‘3}&5@\5&331”)9
AV 57 O sla JSz) (Noroozi et al., 2008) el ais L6
Blaad, Ghle 3 8 5 Gl ohson oSay; o)
o 2l o&aans cnl s s pLS s e bl
Sy 3l w,le oBawy ool A plS 5 s &S Wl
Allium akaka S.G.Gmel. ex Schult. & Schult.f.
Astragalus nezva-montis Podlech & Zarre ;5
Arabis caucasica Willd., Draba bruniifolia Steven
Jurinella moschus (Habl.) Bobrov,
Ducrosia anethifolia (DC.) Boiss.
Minuartia anatolica (Boiss.) Woronow,
Galium diploprion Boiss. & Hohen. . .
Pimpinella tragium Vill.
Physoptychis gnaphalodes (DC.) Boiss. _SSs\,
Prangos ferulacea (L.) Lindl. .\~

(AF/F/0) flagl 4 ol 52 s 305 o =0 JSa Rosularia sempervivum (M. Bieb.) A. Berger (14 ,b 5t

Y

WAA Lo ol > 00 Sl o ol X a0 el



Scorzonera pseudolanata Grossh ,(Sedum spurium M.Bieb.) ;U
i o&as 3 o) (Thorn-chushion) Seall ol o
e pbld e Glas b Seally IS 4 Sl 5l ea s
Gl b 5l ole S5 sl wl&ans cal 5o
oils «(acrotonic branching) b bzl S5 xS |
sme o9y Jlos wsla 5 S ISe i 5l b glayls
Lol glo S ols S S U5 ol w,ls asla s
4 5 A s K2) (Kurschner, 1986)
Ll o;.f\/wé ol b6 ol ‘g‘ﬂ 9 gﬁw oleli,l s
j"\""":‘.“"/‘ Lg\.aw‘)f Sl aalsl 6\J1 v.za\fa:\...» ‘u_i.......l\.. Q\.:a\.:f
cram o NS ) 455l o5l LI LS A e
Acantholimon hohenackeri (Jaub. & Spach) Boiss.
Acantholimon gilliatii Turrill
Aethionema fimbriatum Boiss .
970055 3l 2o 58
Astragalus microcephalus Willd., Astragalus tragacantha L.
Astragalus tabrizianus Buhse., Astragalus verus Olivier
Asyneuma pulchellum (Fisch. & C.A.Mey.) Bornm.
Centaurea ovina Pall. ex Willd. p x5 |§
Cirsium haussknechtii Boiss. Jis
Cousinia urumiensis Bomm. ;> | 3»
s .Dianthus orientalis Adams,. .
Geranium persicum Schonb.-Tem
Hypericum scabrum L.. s\, |8
Marrubium astracanicum Jacq. ¢ gw! 3
Onobrychis cornuta (L.) Desv. . uul
Phlomis olivieri Benth. s , 3,5
Thymus kotschyanus Boiss. & Hohen. O”:;wT D)
Sl Lollen; (wetlands) il sbol&aw
(Riverside) (slulsss, 5LS) 355018 wlile JSi 4 Y sans
solioes 5 (Mires) blio,s (Springs) b luacie
Ll oS, ki mbe s (Wet meadows) osb
VY 50 ‘\"_Q\AJS»JZ)
S assbe (ol oK) o ke bl ) A
Blysmus compressus (L.) Panz. ex Link
Carex songarica Schrank -3
Trichophorum pumilum (Vahl) Schinz & Thell.
Ranunculus amblyolobus Boiss. & Hohen.
cel&in; oS 51 >, (H.Lév. & Vaniot) Nakai
Trifolium repens L. sdw i 3l assle osb e e
Trisetum flavescens (L.) P.Beauv, Polygonum bistorta L.
s lacis I (LS - umwn (Vicia craccoides Raf) Szl
Nasturtium officinale R.Br. g 't\! o ol ale adbi
Mentha longifolia (L.) L. 4, Cardamine uliginosa M.Bieb
Glyceria plicata (Fr.) Fr. 5 Veronica beccabunga L. (sl s> <l 5o

wt
n\{:‘..i ST @Lf Astragalus nezva-montis Podlech & Zarre —% J§\.~
(A0/F/N\0) & ls

- A Fa s il
Hedysarum persicum Bidarlord, F.Ghahrem. & Mozaff. =V JS.W
AF/F/N ) Gols oS 5o ALS

. irannature.areeo.ac.ir




Lonicera iberica M.Bieb. , 52

Pistacia atlantica Desf _z sz s\

Populus euphratica Oliv. .,

Zygophyllum eurypterum Boiss. & Buhse. C“"
Crataegus azarolus L. 5,3 Sl JI3

Ephedra major Host. .S S

S S ol 3 S cusb, b cow gaml e iy
Rosa canina L. ¢ jus 3| a5,le isw ) 5o
Rosa iberica Steven ex M.Bieb

Berberis vulgaris L. & 55

Cerasus microcarpa (C.A.Mey.) Boiss. _.Ul,

Cotoneaster nummularioides Pojark. i i

LY+ U sl |S2) Hippophae rhamnoides L. CL v
s594) Ao S5 Ol b e lilesg,; SUS Gl s

IS sy, azls s (Salix alba L., Salix aegyptiaca L.

A Jessl b sba S 5l s w0l S oS Lo
Heracleum persicum Desf. ex Fisch., C.A.Mey. & Avé-Lall.
Juncus inflexus L., Ranunculus cicutarius Schitdl 3l
.%,ls , 2> Potentilla anserina L. 4

{(Tree and shrub habitat) s ) ;a3 5 o5 oKiu
G 5 G5 U 5 0 Gt (3 53 e aelSany ol
O JSs) K5 e 0o adkaie

Moo g (S b S Ol Sl 4 &S O 5 Oy o
Sloanbe (e Glagms sy s gbaS el
Juniperus excelsa M.Bieb. .|
Amygdalus orientalis Mill. FM* «Ficus carica L. |
Paliurus spina-christi Mill. 5J5 ol
Jasminum fruticans L. 5,5 :yeusly

Acer monspessulanum L. Y.S.S

x gk e e

'f'l#ﬁ L SgK \ i,

cilize lael&anys 5o >\ Pedicularis sibthorpii Boiss. -4 S
(AV/Y/N )




Ty EE -

e A P e iare ol R N 2 i e
Lisu s Acer monspessulanum L. -\ ¥ S (AX/Y/Y ) o8 s (it 5o Lol Dliazs o 5 cay =Y IS

(AF/¥/Y ) ailata 55 0

Ui 3 Acer cappadocicum Gled. —\§ Ji.w
(AV/N/YY) aikis RSPy

sk el 2
Quercus macranthera Fisch. & C.AMey. ex Hohen. —\V IS aibte 3 & i3y 55 Acer hyrcanum Fisch. & C.AMey —\0 Sz
(AO/%/Y0) aikate (5 55 o ik > (AF/F/Y-)

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. irannature.areeo.ac.ir L¥4



(AF/Y/Y ) e & i3y )5 Juniperus excelsa M.Bieb. —\A S

(A0/Y/) +) aibaze s G 3 WJasminum fruticosum Willd. V4 JSia

AV/Y/Y) Glalesy, JUS Hlams s 5 e =YY e (A0/Y/\+) ailte g5 i3y > Populus euphratica Oliv. —Y « S

Ol ol cpl Y4 s (Comus australis CAMey) Jblwr  a5be SIS K LS 51 > VU cusb, clen 5,5

AV USKe) s (Acer hyrcanum Fisch. & C.A.Mey.) s, > 3l

Ruderal and segetal) ¢ jas ;50 b G a5 oKy (Mespilus germanica L.) |3 ;)

S oK \J,W Lol ol 4 :(habitats  (Quercus macranthera Fisch. & C.A.Mey. ex Hohen.) !
Yooo sl goml Ol oo iy 5 o500 b 6 Canapml (Lonicera caucasica Pall.) , 55
LYY VY e JS2) wyls 28] s CLW A (Acer cappadocicum Gled) s .z

AV [ WAA Lo —sls 2 00 @\ﬁ;\’ ooles f A@/Qlﬂ\w ...............................................................................................................................................................................



Losls asl> s (Glaucium elegantissimum Mobayen YY" S
(Av/\/Y-)

(‘\V/Y/\ ) (Testudo graeca L. ) JbN wé\l Y\‘ JS‘..

sy gl il Gl sl s e wibaie (ol o) 5l sba S
NS emls Jsmn sy S5 am o (G 5 (S )
(Y8 JSa) Db Sl s S8 . 258 5 5 MR 4 8 s
5 i dir (S 55w cazds (S ez ol Jls sm Vb
S5l sl Pl sl anan o Sl Ol 555 L s ( S S
N S8x 5 £ sl 5 eaS i (S gl ol s
(S Db ol aly Gloos 8 il s ( (K55) bl gl s
Y0 JS2) (WAL oL 8he 5 aeme) S ge,le 5 b jlen o

(ethnobotany)
olaeaide gl ols cuenl Y sl S
s syl w‘j Osh 5 Ao sl M
W)J:.:.’u A BM)W‘ 6\.&:4..;‘); )‘ g;.‘»‘ oslaa) d)90
Sheels culs y &S LS:\.»\S 5l adlete ol gl S g5 s
88 wr 08 Sose S s sl 28 CAG—H'_Lé‘
s Thymus kotschyanus Boiss. & Hohen. s394 ool 5

Ll .3)\.5 L) Q,\.\

Thymus pubescens Boiss. & Kotschy ex Celak
Dracocephalum kotschyi Boiss. equa B3)

Allium paradoxum (M.Bieb.) G.Don 6\4],?3} Sl
Ornithogalum brachystachys C. Koch f'. oy
Stachys lavandulifolia Vahl. s ¢\~

(A8/F/Y ) sy 5o bl s Verbascum speciosum Schrad. —YY Sz

b 2 ‘djﬁ.“db\“aéaj&“\ja APHECE S
}J; 5l ri \lj,w UaLS O g BT ‘\.a:rl.s G5l e s
GLM.,; LS cpl 5o L5 e 0 Lo K,

Euphorbia virgate Waldst. & Kit

Eryngium billardieri Delile. ;5L

Achillea vermicularis Trin. sl 5

Aegilops cylindrica Host, Bromus tectorum L.

Lepidium draba L. s,

Melica persica Kunth. \S e

Urtica dioica L. &5

Verbascum speciosum Schrad.  gale S

Kl (g i S

) wibin 5,5l g 55
aibaie cpl boea sl 2l o il T LS
)\ ‘_,5v A8 g g5l s Kol Soa bas |
2 JS,\.,L xS semy wibie o) ) cblis Jol Gl
2 b 2S5l slu %) (Capra aegagrus Erxleben)
(Panthera pardus tulliana Pocock) i | S (30
Cein SV phicwn] 855 e dawl Lol gl S s S gl S)
olal gl ) B glase lanlins ulil  (YF JS8) ol s jrage
5 (2013) o\Saa 5 Naderi 5 sl olied Cog 3o

W,

irannature.areeo.ac.ir

A




14

- ¥
e § -y

@AP/F/Y )olelis )l s b Glis —Y8 e

SISl
S aes @\AJAB 9 Jg.w JWS .xj\.sda p’ﬁ( S p oMoy
r..3\.:'- ozl OIS 5 b slaal, s o\j(..:.- Ly =S f"’\"
5l )’\JJ 6))3\-".' &.SL"“‘-'.); u.,\.w\...w JJ:\:- A mb\.b) r\@.ﬂ J':S.»

@\;A

Crr Sl 5 2l AVAS g abls 5 oS dn sl gaems
AY=22 :(F)Y (ool wliacan s Jus)l oladl

O e Syl il pp 5 T Sla AT 2SS 5 o e

Lamio 04Y

Akhani, H., Djamali, M., Ghorbanalizadeh, A., and Ramezani,
E., 2010. Plant biodiversity of Hyrcanian relict forests, N
Iran: an overview of the flora, vegetation, palaeoecology
and conservation. Pakistan Journal of Botany, 42(Special
Issue): 231-258.

Ahmadzadeh, F., Kiabi, B.H., Kami, H.G. and Hojjati, V., 2008.
A preliminary study of the lizard fauna and their habitats
in Northwestern Iran. Asiatic Herpetological Research,
11: 1-9.

Bjork, R.G. and Molau, U., 2007. Ecology of alpine snowbeds
and the impact of global change. Arctic, Antarctic, and
Alpine Research, 39(1): 34-43.

Dudley, N., and Stolton, S., 2008. Defining protected areas:
aninternational conferenceinAlmeria, Spain.IlUCN, Gland.

Kolahi, M., Sakai, T., Moriya, K. and Makhdoum, M.F., 2012.
Challenges to the future development of Iran’s protected
areas system. Environmental management, 50(4): 750-
765.

Geological Map of Iran, National Geoscience Database of
Iran, 2018, www.ngdir.ir

Kirschner, H., 1986. The subalpine thorn-cushion formations
of western South-West Asia: ecology, structure and
zonation. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,
Section B: Biological Sciences, 89: 169-179.

Naderi, G., Riazi, B., Aref, N., Khalatbari, M., Mohammadi,
S., Lahoot, M. and Kamran, M., 2013. Habitat preferences
of Bezoar wild goats (Capra aegagrus) in Agh-Dagh
protected area, Iran. North-Western Journal of Zoology,
9(1): 99-102.

Noroozi, J., Akhani, H., and Breckle, S. W., 2008. Biodiversity
and phytogeography of the alpine flora of Iran. Biodiversity
and Conservation, 17(3), 493-521.

Zohary, M., 1973. Geobotanical foundations of the Middle
East. Vols 1-2. Gustav Fischer Verlag.

WAA Lo —als > 00 Sl o oles F als /o) cand

(Paralaudakia caucasia Eichwald) s\ (gls o sLBT-vo Je
(ag/f/v+)

Allium akaka S.G.Gmel. ex Schult. & Schult.f J,
Allium derderianum Regel
Dactylorhiza umbrosa (Kar. & Kir.) Nevski s
Mentha longifolia (L.) L. « o
Rheum rhomboideum Losinsk. .l
Ziziphora clinopodioides Lam. S s
HeracleumpersicumDesf.exFisch.,C.A.Mey. & Avé-Lall. JJf
e 3l JQ; slas 8 L G'L»\,f ek L g r\s B
Astragalus microcephalus Willd. s, ¢ jf
5 s olsieay Onobrychis cornuta (L.) Desv.  yu jul
Ceid e 3l & ,f x> o Scariola orientalis (Boiss.) Sojak
Cotoneaster nummularioides Pojark
93 Jf < s> 5 Cotoneaster integerrimus Medcus
S50 Jie bles 5 Llnl oo 8 cwys 4l Juglans regia L.
5,8 oo )3 a3l e ool

(IUCN) blis slaalgis 55 dilate o) o sy 5 (65l
A Sl b S 4 ol e W i 51 Wl 05,8 e 13
Ornithogalum boissieri Bidarlord & F.Ghahrem
Hedysarum persicum Bidarlord, F.Ghahrem. & Mozaff
s i Mo 1S dilate ol 51 g 058 4S5 S 0Ll
e S (sl eas il s, oS
Gypsophila bazorganica Rech.f, Astragalus nezva-montis
s Podlech & Zarre, Astragalus zarjabadensis Ranjbar
'&b‘j sascblis aikie Nepeta sahandica Noroozi & Ajani
PA,@\SJ,::L;QAJ}?P.M;,;&L&@}«JJJQa\.ik.:.ao.l\.@\
ity oS5 s oy g asm o |y Gls— Gl e S
.a)bj;‘:.ﬁc‘w\f@j@éaﬁ:@.\mw\)owu

e ol 3 0l 53 pprcams @3lasly o35 wlanles
g,.....;d;;\.;.::r,gw» (,,au,, ol yeblas S5l s ol gl
@\,q. drwg 5 ooadsl Ol x4 a5 L (Akani et al., 2010)

& a5 o8l ool 13 s s 5o atdate ol oS L)




