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The effect of complementary feed block during late pregnancy and lactation on lamb crop in
Saveh nomadic sheep flock

By: R.A. Azizi'*, A. Mirshamsollahi', A. Sadeghipanah?

1: Member of the Scientific Board of Animal Science Research Department, Markazi Agricultural and Natural
Resources Research and Education Center, AREEO, Arak, Iran

2:Member of the Scientific Board of Animal Science Research Institute of Iran, AREEO, Karaj, Iran

This study was conducted to investigate the effect of feeding supplemental urea - molasses multinutrient
block (UMMB) during late pregnancy and lactation on lamb performance of a nomadic sheep flock in
Saveh area. Sixty ewes of Zandi sheep were divided in to two similar groups including control and
experimental group. The control group was fed only with range feed in nomadic manner. Each ewe in the
experimental group received 100 grams of nutritional supplementary feed block per day in addition to
grazing in rangelands. Results indicated that mean birth weight of lambs in the experimental group was
higher than the control group (4.4 vs. 3.8kg). There were significant differences among two groups for
lambsweaning weight (P<0.05). The weaning weight of lambs in the experimental group was higher than
the control group (20.1 vs.17.2 kg). Average daily gain of lambs from birth to 90 days age in the control
and experimental groups were 148.8 and 173.4 g/day respectively which was higher (P<0.05) in the
experimental group. In general, the results of this study showed that daily feeding of 100 g Multi-nutrient
block in ewe during the last two months of pregnancy and the first three months of lactation improved the

productivity performance of nomadic sheep flock in Saveh region.

—[ Key words: urea- molasses multi-nutrient block, lamb crop, sheep, Saveh nomadic flock
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1. Ruminal Degradeable Protein (RDP)
2 - Undegradeable Protein (UDP)
3 - By-pass protein

4 - Metaholizable Energy (ME)
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5 - Complete Feed Block (CFB)

6 - Urea- Molasses Multinutrient Block (UMMB) 9
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