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Abstract

In the last three decades, in order to better understand and protect the services of ecosystems,
an attempt has been made to consider the economic value of their services in the form of virtual
markets. Therefore, the authors of the present study, considering the valuable services of Sheikh
Musa rangeland ecosystem in Babol district, using conditional valuation method and two-
dimensional dual technique and distribution of 157 questionnaires from 2017-2018 among the
studied community (eastern banpey part of Babol city) to investigate the factors affecting the
amount of interest paid by stakeholders in the form of protective valuation. Michelle and Carson
were also used to select the sample. The present research method is quantitative and to analyze
the results, Shazam11, maplel8 and Excel2016 software packages were used. The validity and
reliability of the results of the Logit model showed that the proposed price variables, age, lack
of household supervision, visit to the region and environmental ethics were effective factors in
the willingness to pay people to protect Sheikh Musa's rangeland ecosystem. Also, the amount
of willingness to the annual payment of people equal to 78792.92 Rials ($ 1.87) and the total
protection value of the ecosystem were 2776 million Rials ($ 66096). Also, the minimum
voluntary investment (available fund) to maintain the rangelands ecosystem of Sheikh Musa in
terms of the preferences of stakeholders of the target community was estimated at 1289 million
Rials. The value obtained shows that the protection of Sheikh Musa's rangeland ecosystem is
very important due to its valuable services by stakeholders. As a result, it is suggested that the
formation of NGOs and workshops in the city by relevant organizations, ethics, and
environmental trends change people to protect the desired ecosystem. Also, in order to better
understand managers and people about rangeland ecosystems, it is recommended to conduct
several studies on other functions and services of these types of ecosystems.

Keywords: Conditional valuation, rangeland ecosystem, preferences, willing to pay, price.



