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Sarigol protected area; Valuable habitat of plant and

animal species in North Khorasan Province
N. Kamali %, A. Sadeghipour?”, P. Panahi3, L. Karimi* and M. Sourit
Abstrac

Sarigol Protected Area, with an area of 20,000 hectares, is located in the east of Esfarayen city in North
Khorasan Province. This area would officially be protected by the Department of Environment on September
11, 1974, as the "Shah Jahan" protected area. Sarigol, with its diverse habitats in high and cold parts,
temperate hills, and plain areas with warmer climates, has a significant diversity of plant and animal species.
In this area, 472 plant species belonging to 292 genera and 70 families, as well as more than one hundred
species of animals, have been identified. A large part of the Sarigol Protected Area is highland forest habitat,
with mountainous climate and summer rangelands beneath it. The vegetation of the region consists of
broadleaf annuals, grasses, perennials, shrubs, and cushion form plants. Artemisia is the dominant plant in
the region, and Ferula gummosa is one of the most valuable species. Sarigol is one of the important habitats
of North Khorasan wildlife and birds due to its mountainous conditions, abundance of water resources,
and plant diversity. The unauthorized extraction of Albelaq lead and zinc mines, illegal and unregulated
agriculture, and overgrazing of livestock are among the most important threats to the flora and fauna of the
area and the reduction of its biodiversity.

Keywords: Biodiversity, North Khorasan, protected area, Sarigol.
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\ Amaranthaceae Amaranthus tricolor L. Y. Brassicaceae Descurainia sophia (L.) Webb ex Prantl
Y Bunium wolffii Klyuikov \ Ephedraceae Ephedra major Host
Y Cuminum setifolium (Boiss.) Koso-Pol. | Y'Y Fabaceae Medicago sativa L.
¥ Eryngium bungei Boiss. Yy Gentianaceae Gentiana olivieri Griseb.
> Apiaceae Ferulago angulata (Schlecht) - Ixioliriaceae Ixiolirion tataricum (Pall.) Schult. &
Bioss. Schult.f.
7 Ferula gummosa Boiss. Yo Dracocephalum kotschyi Boiss.
Prangos serpentinica (Rech. ., Drepanocaryum sewerzowii (Regel)
v Aell. & Esfand.) Herrnstadt & Yy .p 4 9
Heyn. Lamiaceae Pojark
A Zosima absinthifolia (Vent.) Link Yv Thymus fallax Fisch. & C. A. Mey.
4 Achillea wilhelmsii C. Koch YA Thymus transcaspicus Klokov
\. Anthemis austroiranica Rech. f., i Avena sativa L.
Aell. & Esfand. Poaceae
A\ Anthemis rhodocentra Iranshahr | Y- Poa bulbosa L.
Y Artemisia Khorassanica Pod|. A Podophyllaceae Bongardia chrysogonum (L.) Boiss.
\Y Artemisia scoparia Waldst. & Kit. | ¥Y Polygonaceae Polygonum hyrcanicum Rech. f.
\f Carthamus oxyacanthus M. B. Al Adonis aestivalis L.
Asteraceae Ranunculaceae
Epilasia acrolasia (Bunge) C. B. . .
\O pilasia acrolasia (Bunge) Yy Consolida rugulosa (Boiss.) Schrod.
Clarke
\$ Lactuca glaucifolia Boiss. fo Resedaceae Re§eda luteola subsp. biau (Pit.).
Maire
T: (| .E.
A\ araxacum campylodes G \t4 Rosaceae Cerasus chorassanica Pojark
Haglund
\A Tussilago farfara L. v Rubiaceae Galium verum L.
\4 Xanthium strumarium L. A Linaria albifrons Spreng
Scrophularaceae
Y. Berberidaceae Berberis integerrima Bunge f4 Verbascum sinuatum L.
A Alyssum inflatum Nyar. 0- Datura stramonium L.
YY Lepidium perfoliatum L. O Hyoscyamus niger L.
Brassicaceae Solanaceae
Yy Moriera spinosa Boiss. oy Hyoscyamus pusillus L.
Y¥ Sinapis arvensis L. or Lycium ruthenicum Murr.
Valerianella dactylophylla Boiss. Dendrostellera I rtii (Wik-
YO Caprifoliaceae alenane a& ‘:;}r::ﬁ yia Boiss oY Thymeleaceae St:’; \;:rf 'T'i:;: essertii (Wi
Acanthophyill [ B
Ys canthophyllum sordidum Bunge | - Urticaceae Urtica dioica L.
ex Boiss.
Caryophyllaceae P h la L.var. har
. . ) armala L.var. har-
Yv Silene spergulifolia (Willd.) M. B. | 0f Zygophyllaceae m:g:num
YA Chenopodiaceae Anabasis annua Bge.
¥ Cleomaceae | Cleome coluteoides Boiss.
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Berberis khorasanica Browicz . .
\ ) 7 Moraceae Ficus carica L.
& Ziel.
Berberidaceae
Y Berberis vulgaris L. v Cerasus chorossanica Pojark
Y Cannabaceae Celtis australis L. A Cotoneaster suavis Pojark.

Rosaceae Crataegus pseudoheterophylia sub-

C Juni /sa M. B.
Upressaceae uniperus excelsa sp. turkestanica (Pojark) K. I. Chr.

Elaeagnaceae Elaeagnus angustifolia L. Rubus gaubae Rech. f.
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