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Abstract

The greater wax moth is one of the most important pests of stored products and honeybee colonies especially
honeybee wax combs in the hives or stored wax combs which this pest inflicts heavy damage on beekeepers
every year by feeding on wax combs inside the hives as well as stored wax combs. In the larval stage, this
insect is the primary pest of stored wax combs. However, honeybee wax combs destruction can be caused by
other pests such as Achroia grisell, Mediterranean flour moth and Anagasta kuehniella, but this moth is the
most dangerous pest of honeybee wax combs and a serious problem of apiaries in tropical and subtropical
regions of the world. In Iran, this pest exists in most areas especially tropical and subtropical regions and
causes severe damage to beekeepers every year. Due to the economic problems caused by the damage of
this pest, our knowledge about biology, management and its control is of particular importance. However,
our knowledge is limited about this pest. This review provides an overview of the current knowledge on the
biology, distribution, economic damage, and management solutions of the pest.

Key words: Honeybee, Pests, Galleria mellonella, Biology, Management
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