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Abstract
The present quantitative-qualitative study is an effort to identify the factors
involved in changes in agricultural land management/ownership. The required data
were collected using unstructured deep individual interviews, focus groups, group
discussions with a panel of 32 landlords, and direct observations in Mahidasht
region, Kermanshah Province. The data thus obtained were initially coded using
the conventional content analysis method to extract 40 key concepts affecting
changes in agricultural land ownership. The concepts thus identified were used to
develop a questionnaire that was subsequently administered to the target population
and the emerging data were converted to fuzzy numbers according to the type and
intensity of the effect of each concept. In the next step, the relevant matrix was
implemented in the Mental Modeler software to develop the corresponding fuzzy
cognitive map. The results showed that the most important stimuli for changing
agricultural land management/ownership are landlord age, uncertain fixed income,
landlord’s life quality, land consolidation, and stringent regulations for tenants. It
was also found that the most important affected stimuli involved in arable land
management change include agricultural risks, migration of youths, production cost
per unit area, and inefficient government agencies. Based on the results obtained
and considering the importance of owners’ age in changes in agricultural land
management/ownership, planners and policymakers are recommended to provide
more facilities for the youths in rural areas by empowering them, raising their skill
levels, and introducing income-generating crops as the means to create attractions
and encourage the youths to stay on farms in rural areas.
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