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First record of the genus Trichodes Herbst (Coleoptera: Cleridae) from Pakistan
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Abstract. Trichodes sedlaceki sedlaceki Winkler is newly recorded from Beshgram, Chitral, ~Article History

KPK, Pakistan. Both the genus and the species are new to this region. Figures of the habitus and Recefved;
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the aedeagus, along with a distributional map, are presented. ,
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The family Cleridae is a diverse group with 3,700 species (Gerstmeier, 2014) that are divided into four subfamilies
(Gimmel er al., 2019; Bartlett, 2021). These beetles can be recognized by their body structure, such as a head
broader than the pronotum, a pronotum narrower than the elytra, and a body covered with long bristle-like hairs.
These beetles are usually predators. For example, the larval stages of 7richodes depend completely on the eggs of
grasshoppers or the cells of bees (Opitz, 2002; Knull, 1951).
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Fig. 1. Trichodes sedlaceki sedlaceki Winkler (scale bar 1mm) a) habitus dorsal view b) is the Phallus ¢)
Pygidium d) Tegmen e) Spicular fork f) Tegmen. (Scale bar = 1 mm).
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Some members of the family infest the trees under the bark, produced galls or twigs deads in the cambium of
wood; some of them attack in their adult form while some do so in their whole life stages (Mawdsley, 2002;
George, 1924). Trichodes Herbst, 1792 is a genus that has 75 species and subspecies worldwide (Lobl & Smetana,
2007). There is no considerable study on clerids that includes Pakistan other than Hashmi & Tashfeen (1992).

This species, which is a new record for Pakistan, was collected from Beshgram. Figures of the habitus
and the aedeagus, along with a distributional map, are presented (Fig. 1), (Fig. 2). It has been recorded of

Palaearctic from the Mediterranean region (names of the countries) and Middle East (Afghanistan, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen) and also Africa.

The identification was verified by Dr. Roland Gerstmeier (Zoologische Staatssammlung, Munich, Germany).
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Fig. 2. a) Map of Pakistan b) Beshgram aerial view ¢, d) Beshgram ground view.
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