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Abstract

Dirofilaria immitis typically resides within the right ventricle and pulmonary arteries of the dogs, and humans are an ac-
cidental host for this parasite. Dogs infected with D.immitis may not show any clinical symptoms. Consequently, a large
number of dogs with undetectable infections and subtle clinical symptoms can pose a risk to human health. In this study,
sheltered dogs in Bushehr city were evaluated for the presence of dirofilariasis. The results obtained and the recorded
clinical symptoms were evaluated for each sample. Of 112 samples collected, only one case (0.9%) was found to be in-
fected with D.immitis. In the course of clinical examinations, 29 dogs (25.9%) exhibited symptoms of respiratory distress
or congestive heart failure. The only positive case of dirofilariasis also exhibited symptoms of respiratory and cardiac
involvement, which is consistent with expectations. Although the low prevalence is low, it is important to consider the
zoonotic nature of the disease and the potential risk to human health. This data can inform the development of health

system strategies.
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