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The conservation status of Thymbra spicata L. in Iran

M. Mehrnial*, F. malekmaleky 2, Z. Jamzad 3, A.Jalili 3 and N. Jalilian®

Abstract

Thymbra spicata L. (Lamiaceae) is a small evergreen shrub, woody at the base, and 10 to 50 cm high, found
in the tropical regions of Kermanshah, llam, and Lorestan provinces in Iran. To assess its conservation status,
we employed IUCN Red List Criteria and Categories. Field surveys and plot sampling revealed an Area of
Occupancy (AOO) of 44 km? within an Extent of Occurrence (EOO) of 10,882 km?. Based on the AOO, population
size, regeneration primarily through seeds, and habitat quality, the conservation status of T. spicata in Iran is
assessed as Endangered (EN). Field observations indicate that lack of proper management and excessive
exploitation are the primary threats to this rare species. We recommend the following conservation measures:
Designation of protected habitats by the Forests, Rangeland and Watershed Management Organization, and Ex-
situ conservation in botanical gardens and the Plant Natural Resources Gene Bank.
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