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Abstract

The environment, as the fundamental basis of life for all living organisms, has been profoundly impacted by human
activities, highlighting the critical need for reevaluating the attitudes and behaviors of future generations. University students,
as future leaders and decision-makers, can play a pivotal role in environmental conservation. This descriptive-correlational
study aimed to examine the relationship between environmental knowledge and attitudes among university students in
Zanjan Province, Iran. The statistical population included all students enrolled in universities across Zanjan Province during
the 2023-2024 academic year. Using Cochran’s sampling formula, a sample size of 380 students was determined, and
participants were selected via multistage random sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire,
with items adapted from validated domestic and international studies. Content validity was confirmed by expert review, and
reliability was established using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients (0.81 for knowledge and 0.79 for attitude). Findings revealed
that 79.7% of students exhibited a high level of environmental knowledge, while 59.7% held positive environmental attitudes.
Pearson’s correlation analysis indicated a significant positive relationship (r = 0.429) between environmental knowledge and
attitudes. Based on the results, implementing targeted educational programs to enhance students’ environmental knowledge

and attitudes is strongly recommended.
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